ACE 278: Thesis Research and Professional Development (TRPD)

Spring 2009

Instructor: Robert Nideffer

ACE Teleseminar Room (ACE 1000)

Tu: 5-6.20pm

contact: nideffer@yahoo.com
Overview

The goal of Thesis Research and Professional Development (TRPD) is to help students complete their first year project, to conceptualize their second year thesis project, to evaluate their progress in the program for their mid-program review, and to plan for post graduation. Students will be introduced to various research methodologies utilized in the arts, sciences, social sciences, and humanities. In addition students will gain practice in public speaking, project documentation and presentation, and grant writing strategies.

Deliverables

By the end of this quarter students must have completed the following:

1) A first year ACE project to be shown as part of the first year public presentation of current work.

2) A website serving as the public portal to host documentation of the ACE first year project.

3) A project proposal (written in the form of a grant application). This document should consist of:

a) project concept proposal (no more than 1 page)

b) timeline

c) budget

4) A thesis prospectus consisting of

a) a framing section (approx. 500 words)

b) an outline for the remainder of the written thesis

c) a reading list and bibliography

5) A mid program review document consisting of  

a) Self-assessment of progress in program (1-2 pages).

b) Brief description of any professional activities since your arrival in ACE (conferences/panels/exhibitions/publications).

c) Classes taken and classes to be taken.

d) Brief summary/outline of anticipated thesis project.

e) Document with names of thesis committee members. Agreement to serve on committee should have ideally been received from all committee members, but must have been received from committee chair. 

f) Updated CV.

Expectations

Students are expected to: 1) complete all of the assignments; 2) contribute to class discussions; and 3) actively engage with their peers in a collaborative research and production environment.

Attendance

Students are expected to attend every class period unless prior arrangements have been made. Being absent from 2 or more classes will automatically result in a failing grade (exceptions made in special circumstances). 

Grading

Students should have no trouble passing this course as long as the above requirements are being met and students are engaged in active course participation.

